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recent days a Pandita Ramabai1 refuse to let her daughter
learn Sanskrit?

There can therefore be nothing derogatory to the great merit
of the Brahmo Samaj, as pioneers of India's renascence, in
the matter-of-fact statement that from its very start the felt
need for modernization was its real raison d'etre; nor that this
tendency has always remained its chief characteristic. At the
same time it is only natural that this anglicizing bent should
also have called forth from time to time in the body of the
Samaj itself a reaction on the part of those who would not go
so far or so fast, as others, whose radicalism seemed at times to
be "throwing away the baby with the bathwater." On the
whole, however, such opposition has never developed very
strongly within the Brahmo Samaj, but rather has hived off
and started rival organizations, whose inspiration, for all their
opposition, has remained in the last resort Ram Mohan Roy.

The Brahmo Samaj itself, after the death of its founder,
has suffered not a little from these at times violent actions
and reactions in its body and has developed an unfortunate
tendency to split into ever more and more sections and cliques.
The immediate successor of Rajarski ("King of Sages")
Ram Mohan Roy in the leadership of the Samaj was the
MaharsM ("Great Sage") Devendra Nath Tagore (1818-
1905), a personality of a more conservative and nationalist
type. He however was soon rivalled by Brahmarshi ("Divine
Sage") Keshav Chandra Sen (1838-1884), a Progressive and
Universalist, if ever there was one. Both tried to mould the
Brahmo Samaj according to their own points of view, with
the very natural result, that the sect split in two. Keshav
instigated the Native Marriage Act of 1872, and thus opened
the way to both inter-caste and civil marriage; being fired with
missionary zeal, he was responsible for spreading the Brahmo

1 Ramabai Saraswati, 1858-1922; a well-known Protestant convert
from Hinduism, and herself a remarkably fine Sanskrit scholar.
Cf. Macnicolj loc. cit., p. 205.